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CLASS RULES / EXPECTATIONS / POLICIES


I will strongly expect each student to meet the following requirements and adhere to the following rules throughout the entire academic year.

1) BE ON TIME! I start class on the scheduled time and if you arrive late, you may miss an important announcement or an explanation of a homework assignment.

2) BE PREPARED! Make sure you have the following items as you walk through the door each day:

1) Pen or pencil

2) Covered textbook (school policy)

3) Binder / loose leaf paper on which to take notes

4) Your homework due for that day

5) Your brain…

** 3 ring binder:

I STRONGLY encourage you to obtain a separate 3-ring binder (1” / 1.5”) for this class and this class alone. A separate “French” binder will facilitate studying for quizzes, tests, mid-term and final exams. Bring it to class daily. You should divide this binder into the following sections:




a. Homework




b. Vocabulary




c. Grammar / Verbs




d. Culture / Miscellaneous

3) BE ACTIVE! Ask questions, participate, and speak up! No one has ever learned a foreign language only by sitting back and simply listening. Learning to speak another language is like learning to play an instrument. You will never be able to play an instrument if you keep it in your lap and listen to concertos or marching band music. You must practice, practice, practice!

4) TAKE CARE OF OTHER “ACTIVITIES” BEFORE CLASS. (i.e.: getting a drink, going to the bathroom, sharpening your pencils, etc.)


BUT M’SIEU, HOW DO I EARN MY GRADE?

1) Tests, quizzes, presentations, projects, and compositions will be among the various ways you will be assessed. All will be announced in advance. 

2) Homework will be assigned nightly and checked daily in class. It may be collected and graded once in a while. Each assignment missed will count as a “zero”. For every assignment missed, your quarter grade will be lowered by one point. Each quarter, the student starts with a clean slate (85% at the end of the 1st quarter – 10 missed assignments = 75%). However, students can earn 2 additional points at the end of each quarter if they have not missed a single assignment during that time (85 % → 87 %). Additionally, part of the homework each night is to review what has been taught that day. Be prepared! Learning and retaining vocabulary words (among other things) is crucial to language learning. Study and review grammatical concepts and vocabulary nightly – (The 10% Solution – 10% of class time (6 minutes) to review DAILY!)
(over…)

3) If you are absent for any reason, you must show me any missed homework assignments by the next class. If you are absent on the day of a quiz, test, your name will be put on the “make-up list” and will remain there until you make up the missed work. You will have until the rest of the quarter to make up the graded assignment. If you do not complete the assignment by the end of the quarter, it will count as a “zero”. It will be up to you to arrange a make-up time with your friendly, neighborhood French teacher. *(Papers / Essays must be turned in on time, baring a legitimate absence – 10 pts will be deducted from the assignment for every unexcused day. Unlike quizzes and tests, you do not have until the end of the quarter to make up essays, compositions, etc.).
4) Grades will be determined by many criteria, including:

a) written tests and quizzes

b) homework and other written assignments

c) tests and quizzes to test oral / aural proficiency

d) projects (skits, reports, etc.) in French

e) class participation (speaking French) – that’s a biggie…

f) group and paired activities

5) FOLDERS:

Each student will be issued a folder to be kept in the classroom. It will contain:

· All graded tests and quizzes

· Selected papers, projects, and assignments

Student folders will be available for student or parental review.

Folders may be borrowed for review or tutorial work with permission of the teacher.

6) La classe sera en français. – Students are expected to listen, repeat, and finally initiate their own conversation in French…

7) NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR GUM – water is ok.

8) Midyear / Final Exams – January and June (more about that later…)

9) Grades will reflect the student’s total growth within the language and his or her general effort. They are not merely mathematical averages…
10) EXTRA HELP: If you need extra help, please feel free to stop by my room any day before or after school to set up an appointment with me. Since learning a language is cumulative, it is very important to stay on top of new material. If you are having problems with any material, DO NOT DELAY in seeking help. Your procrastination could result in your quickly becoming overwhelmed.
Bon Courage!

Bonne Chance!

M. Porter

I have read the preceding course expectations and have understood them.

Student: ________________________________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian: ________________________________________________________________

